
Emergency Vehicles 
January 27, 2014 

 
Emergency Vehicles 
 
Rules of the road require all vehicles, including school buses, to yield the right-of-way to 
approaching emergency vehicles. 
 
Emergency Vehicles Approaching from the Rear:  School bus drivers must cautiously 
and as far as practical move onto the right shoulder or curb lane of the road and stop.  
CAUTION:  before moving to the shoulder, driver must judge whether the shoulder is 
improved sufficiently to hold up under the weight, length, and height of bus.  NEVER 
stop bus where it will block an intersection. 
 
Loading and Unloading Students:  Requires good judgment on the driver’s part. 
 

1. School bus with students on board and the bus is approaching a stop, traffic 
warning light system activated, emergency vehicle approaches. 

 
Keep students inside the bus, deactivate the traffic warning light system, move 
slowly and cautiously onto part of the right shoulder or curb lane of the roadway 
and stop. 
 
IF unloading students has begun (traffic warning light system activated), driver 
should allow the students to move safely from the roadway, make certain all 
students have cleared the roadway; deactivate traffic warning light system; move 
to the right shoulder or curb lane; then allowing emergency vehicle to pass. 

 
2. School bus stopped in the road for loading or unloading students; traffic warning 

light system activated.  Emergency vehicle approaches; remain stopped and 
complete loading or unloading students, ensure that all students have cleared the 
roadway.  As soon as possible deactivate traffic warning light system and move 
slowly and cautiously onto part of the right shoulder or curb lane of the road and 
stop. 

 
3. School bus approaching a stop for loading or unloading students; traffic warning 

light system activated in advance of the pickup/drop off point, as required by law, 
when an emergency vehicle approaches. 
 
The bus driver, based on the location of the students, must judge whether there is 
still time to pull safely to the right and yield to the emergency vehicle, or whether 
safety for the students would require the bus driver to complete the loading/ 
unloading process. 

 
 


